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Letter from Bishop Bevan. 


Bishop’s House, 
Chihsien, Szechwan. 


| 15th October, 1941. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, 


The time has come round again for me to write to you. 

The last three letters have been written from the extreme 
ends of the Diocese, one from Kwangyuan, the next from 
Kweifu, then again from Paoning in the north and now 
this is being written in my own office at Chihsien, the very 
centre. 
_ We are back after a four months’ absence in the 
northern part of the Diocese, which has included over a 
- month spent at Sintientze during part of July and August. 
The earlier part of my journey up to Pachung and round to 
Paoning was dealt with in my last letter written from 
Paoning. This year at Sintientze we had a party of over 
a dozen grown-ups and two children, for which my wife 
did the housekeeping. The weather was beautiful, not too 
hot nor too wet, so that we could get in a good day’s 
- work up to five o’clock and enjoy the cool of the evening 
for some of the magnificent walks round about. It was a 
great relief after the intense heat of Paoning city at the end 
of June and the beginning of July. 

It was while we were up there that the news came of 
the passing of Miss Johanson at Shanghai, which point of 
her journey home she had been able to reach. She had > 

completed fifty years in China and was going back to her 
sister in Sweden, who had long waited her :‘return.. Miss 
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Johanson was the last of a group of four Swedish associate 
missionaries who were sent to East Szechwan in 1891. Most 
of her work was done in the Pachung area, where she was 
widely known and latterly she had been in Sintientze. When 
the news came through it was obvious how much many of 
the Christians felt it ; not that they had expected to see her 
again, but they were grieved for her sister’s sake. 

From Sintientze I went north vid Kwangyuan to Han- 
chung in the neighbouring province of Shensi to take the 
wedding of two C.I.M. missionaries from the far North- 
West and to bring back three new ladies for our diocese 
who arrived in China just a year ago, Misses Keay, 
Ammonds and Lothian. Going up I travelled on an open 
lorry, and as I sat up on the baggage at the bus station I 
was chatting to the pastor in charge of the work at Kwang- 
yuan, the Rev. Yang Si-tuan, who had come to see me off. 
We were talking about the dangers of air raids and my last 
words to him as we suddenly started were, “ You must 
not be foolhardy, it is a Christian duty to take proper 
precautions.” We had not gone very far when we saw 
a large number of planes flying over and later heard that 
Kwangyuan had had its second raid. Again bombs fell all 
round our premises but no damage was done and none of 
our people were injured. At the alarm the pastor took his 
family to the country, while Deaconess Mitchell went down 
her hole in the garden. 3 

The fortune of other places has wisleh Kweifu 
Kaihsien, Wentangtsing, Wanhsien, ‘Chithsien 
d Shunking have all been bombed without much damage 
beyond a little shaking in some places, but Liangshan 
Church was hit again and the missionaries’ residence was 
hit by an incendiary bomb and reduced, with all our — 
friends’ worldly possessions, to ashes. Langchung (Paon- 
ing) was also bombed and many casualties caused, though 
fortunately few among the Christians. All our premises 
suffered some slight damage and the Cathedral narrowly 
escaped serious destruction ; windows and doors have been . 
blown in, while one small bomb fell right by the door of 
the north transept, the force of the explosion, owing to the 
great weight of the building, being mostly directed outward, 
so although it heaved up the pavement and jammed the 
door and slightly cracked the arch of the doorway, the 
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structural damage is probably slight, though expert eyes 
might of course see more than is apparent to ours, Services 
have since been held in the original little Church, Holy 


Trinity, which stands nearby. 


The hospital gave most valuable service at the time | 


of the raid. During the summer the patients are generally 


very few, so it has always been the practice to close down 
for one month during the great heat. For some time Dr. 
Gray remained in the city in readiness for any emergency, 
while Dr. Broomhall was at Sintientze and Dr. Maddox 
had gone to do a locum in Chungking. It seemed that 
Langchung was being overlooked in the distribution from 
the air and Dr. Gray, at our urging, came up to Sintientze 


. for a week. Alas, during his absence the raid came. After 


the planes had passed, Mr. Stead, the business manager, 


went out to get a message sent to us through the local 


government telephones, and during his absence a large 
number of serious cases were brought round. These Mrs. 
Stead, with a few of the girl nurses who had not left on 
vacatton, bravely tackled, giving first-aid. The doctors and 
nurses made a dash from Sintientze next day, and after 
walking nearly 30 miles put in four hours operating before 
going to rest. All the most serious cases were brought to 


our hospital and a large number of walking cases were 
dealt with in the out-patients’ department. A few days later ieee 


there was another raid not so serious in casualties and at 
the far side of the town. With not very adequate shelters 
this naturally caused some anxiety, but from indépendent . 
testimony I heard of the splendid behaviour of “ail ' the 
hospital staff in the emergency. The county governor him- 
self came to thank the staff for their services and the city 
fathers presented a satin scroll expressing their appreciation 
in highly laudatory terms. | 
| While writing about the hospital I might mention new 
arrangements regarding the staff. Dr. Gray is devoting 


himself to itinerant medical work and is at present work- 


ing from Yingshan as a centre. We have been congratu- 
lating him on getting a splendid permanent assistant in Miss. 
Walker, our new dispenser, to whom he will be getting 
married early in December. Dr.-Maddox. has temporarily — 
the of superintendent:: mith Dr. 
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Broomhall as colleague. Miss Oliver is still in charge of 
the nursing: staff, but has lost her efficient colleague, Miss 
Tai. Mrs. Ellison, who has joined us from the Scottish 
Church Mission; has been given a warm welcome to co- 
operate in the hospital as far as her other duties allow and 
will take charge for the time being of the ‘theatre. All feel 
very proud of having a trained laboratory technician now, 
Mr. Ma Tien-loh, and his pathological work should be a 


ae great help to the doctors in diagnosis. 


On my return from Hanchung and Kwangyuan, there 
were various delays, and so I had only two days in Lang- 
chung. Mr. and Mrs. Ellison have now gone up there. 
Mr..Ellison, beside giving some time to teaching in the Bible 
Institute, is in charge of mission interests, helping to unify 
the activities of mission and church in the oldest centre in 
the diocese. Owing to the freezing of credits, funds for 
the Bible Institute were not immediately available and so. 
the date of opening had to be put off till the 11th of 
October. 
At Langchung my wife rejoined r me and we travelled 
on . together to Yingshan for the autumn session of the 
Diocesan Standing Committee, which met there on 
September 27th. On Sunday, the 28th, we had an ordina- 
tion service, when Mr. D. H. Temple, who has for many 
years looked forward to taking orders, was made deacon. 
Bishop Ku preached the sermon and Mr. Temple was 
presented by Archdeacon Ts’ai, with whom he has enjoyed 
working, on several trips in the Tahsien area. They turned 
their journey to. Ying han into a short evangelistic trip, 
visiting one or two-seldom touched markets. Mr. Temple 
will now be going to Liangshan where I am sure that his 
work i in that sorely stricken city. will mean much, as he has 
outstanding gifts of friendship and patient continuance. - 

A letter like this is not intended to go into all the details 
of business done at the Standing Committee. Much time 
was ‘spent. on financial problems, chiefly those connected | 
with’ the support of the clergy and the evangelists,’ men 
and ‘women, for whom the Church is responsible. Though 
‘very large. bonuses have been given, mainly from money 
generously sent’ by the mission, still the needs of those 
especially with families to support are not even barely. met. 
A plan” was adopted for trying to regulate, the. given 


. 


5 
according to the family responsibilities, which I think will | 
prove fair and acceptable. Probably our own resources in 
giving have not been fully tapped, and we trust that con- 
tributions from the congregations in the diocese which have 
been doubled this year will still further increase in 1942. 

_ At times like this the gifts from home which have been 
sent through the Association are doubly welcome to meet 
‘special needs. It is difficult to transmit money to China 
now. We are very grateful for the receipt of a sum of £75 
a few days ago which had been months on the way. A full 
account of the use of this will be sent to the Treasurer at 
the end of the year. It is impossible for us to thank 
individual donors generally, so please accept our grateful 
thanks through the means of this letter. 

Before closing, I should speak of one who has been 
long known to many of you, Bishop Ku. When he was. 
consecrated in 1929 the Association made itself responsible 
annually for a certain sum of money towards his stipend. 
This you have faithfully sent even in these recent years of 
increasing straitness. The old Bishop was feeling the need 
of something corresponding to a missionary’s furlough, and > 
so from last July to the end of this June he had a full year’s: 
rest. The doctor’s report upon his health in June was fairly 
good, but he himself realises that he needs to go slowly. 
A worry seems to throw him back very quickly. He was 
away during the raid in Langchung, when the cathedral 
was damaged, but during the second bombing, though in a 
- place of safety, he was much upset and himself felt. that 
much of the benefit of his holiday had been lost. He 
attended the Standing Committee: but we missed Very much 
the grip which he used to exercise and the old clarity of 
insight which enabled him to see right through a problem 
and to sum up the points brought out in discussion. His 
_ loving and gracious spirit, however, seems to become more 
marked as the years pass, and to me personally, who am so 
much younger, he has shown a true father’s heart. The 
thought of retirement has been very much upon his mind. 
‘This much I think that he would like me to. say, so that 
‘should he reach such a decision in the next year or so, _his 
friends should not be taken too much by surprise. 

: In my recent circular in Chinese, I mace reference to 
the great encouragement that had come to re through 
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reading Isiah 35, in which God promises transformations 
impossible to man. Then comes the stirring call, — 
“Strengthen ye the weak hands and confirm the feeble 
knees. Say to them who are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not; behold your God will come. . . . He will come 
and save you. Then...” When God comes with power 
—when He breaks in with sovereign authority—then things 
happen, whether it be in the life of an individual, or the 
course of a work, or the history of a nation. It is upon 
_ His sovereign activity that all our hopes are pinned. 


May God bless you all, 
Yours in His Service, 
| _K. G. BEVAN, 
Bishop. 


Letter from Bishop Song. 


Bishop’s House, 
Pi Fang Kai, 
Chengtu. 


November 7th, 1941. 
Dear Friends of West China, 


It is again such a long time since I have written to you, 
but it certainly does not mean that I have been lazy or that 
my colleagues have been lazy ; neither does it mean that we 
have forgotten you, for we do remember you and pray for 
- you most regularly. One great reason is that we have been 

going on with our daily routine as usual, and there have 
not been many extraordinary things to report.. The work 
of the Church, the Schools and the Hospital, has gone on 
as usual, although there are small changes which are not 
worth while reporting. 


Now, however, I am going to write to you about my 
trip to Hongkong and to Australia and back. I was invited — 
in May by Bishop Hall of Hongkong, to go there to attend 
the consecration of the Bishop of Singapore, and to give 
a series of addresses in Hongkong. I started on the 5th 
July, and reached Chungking that morning. I was greeted 
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by enemy planes twice that day, and had to spend two 
hours and a half in the dug-out of the Y.M.C.A. On the 
6th, I was called to the airfield at 2.30, but when I got 
there I found that the plane was not going to start until 
about 7 p.m., so it meant a long wait in the air office. 
Fortunately I met one or two young people there to whom 
I could talk, but before seven o’clock came we had the 
third siren of the day. The first two were in the morning 
and in the afternoon. However, I- went down with my 
brother who. was escorting me, from the steep cliff, about 
three hundred and sixty steps, crossed the river, and got 
to the airfield. There the passengers were weighed and 
their luggage was examined. My passport was also 
examined. One was allowed to bring only $500 national . 
currency to Hongkong. When the examination was over 
it was well after seven o’clock. Just as we were expecting 
to get on to our plane, the enemy planes arrived and we 
had to fly for life. I had to take my luggage across the 
river again, climbing the steep cliff, and get into the nearby 
dugout, which was a dark tunnel. There I had to stay 
three hours ; but it was an opportunity for me to discuss | 
‘missionary questions with an American missionary who was. 
going back to his own country and was supposed to travel — 
on the same plane with me. There in the dug-out we heard 
the bombing of the city of Chungking, and part of the city 
was set on fire by the incendiary bombs. When the all 
clear went I came out of the tunnel, but I could see neither 
Chungking nor the airfield for the smoke ; and the sulphur 
smell was suffocating. It was well after 11 o’clock before I 
could get on to the plane. We had to fly over the Japanese 
lines, so we flew very high, and arrived at Hongkong by 
daybreak—it was four hours and a half of flying. On 
- reaching Hongkong, which was all lit up by electric light, 
one had a most beautiful view from the air. After finishing 
with all the red tape, I was allowed to be greeted by my 
dear friend Bishop R. O. Hall, who kindly escorted me to 
Pastor Wang’s house. There I had a couple of hours’ 


yest and a bath. After breakfast I felt fresh again. It 


rained hard, but I managed by the help of Ahoy, a servant, 
to get across the sea by ferry boat to Hongkong itself. It 

was such a great joy to see Bishop Hall in Hongkong—_ 
he is such a capable all-round man. You can see that he 


stands in the centre of Hosskons society, drawing all types. 
and kinds of people into the Kingdom. For the first few 
days I was given the opportunity of doing shopping for 
different friends in Szechwan ; then I was called to speak 
in different churches and centres, and in the Chapter House 
of the Cathedral. I offered three courses : (1) The Outline 
of the Complete Bible ; (2) The Undiscovered Land, or 
The Value of Eternity in Relation to the Present Life ; 
(3) A course on Life—from the Chinese Viewpoint, the 
Christian Viewpoint, and the Viewpoint of Chinese 
Philosophy. | 


I also had the opportunity of preaching in the 
Cathedral on the subject of Ten Kinds of Joy in the Epistle 
to the Philippians. I met many scholars there, professors 
in Hongkong University and leaders in other walks of life. 
It was a fine Christian fellowship. Dr. T. C. Chao, my old 
friend and a great Christian theologian in Asia, came to 
Hongkong from Peking, to be ordained by Bishop Hall. 
He was confirmed, deaconed and priested in one hour and 
_a half, and I had the privilege of preaching the sermon at 
the service, which was very inspiring. It was very courageous 
and far-sighted of Bishop Hall to perform such an excep- 
- tional act, and it was such a great joy to have this out- — 
_ standing Christian entering the ministry of our own Church. 

We had talks and enjoyed much fellow- 
ship. Dr. Chao certainly is a lover of truth, and a good 
scholar. I was so happy to get in touch with Dr. Harth, 
Bishop Hall’s Secretary—he was so efficient ane — 
in every way. 


The Consecration of the Bishop of Singapore took 
place on July 22nd. It was a long service, but most im- 
_ pressive and inspiring. The Cathedral was full, but the 
weather in Hongkong was so oppressive and the traffic so 
noisy that it was for visitors from: quieter paces 
to endure.. 


While I was in I had the of visitial 
my dear friend Dr. Reichelt in Tao Feng Shan.-. The 
scenery there is most lovely, and the place is beautifully 
quiet. A group of converts from Buddhism were there, 
studying Christian doctrine under the leadership of Dr. 
Reichelt and other The church there is blended 
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with the beauty of Buddhism. It was a great privilege to 
have fellowship with this wonderful group and to give 
them addresses. Bishop Hall’s bungalow was on the same 
‘mountain next to this church; it was a quiet, peaceful 
bungalow, and the Bishop usually goes there and hides 
himself away from this world once every week, for prayer 
and meditation. 


During my stay in Hongkone, I received an invitation 
by wire as well as by letter from Archbishop Mowill, of 
Sydney, but just before I left for Australia I received a 
telegram from my daughter reporting the bombing of Pi 
Fang Kai, Chengtu, on July 27th. St. John’s Church and 
_ its surrounding buildings were bombed to pieces. Four of 

our children had a very narrow escape. A Christian 
worker from the Shensi Diocese was killed on the spot. A 
brother of one of our pastors was slightly injured. There 
were about ninety streets bombed on that day by one hun- 
dred and eight enemy planes. The cruelty was beyond 
description. Thousands of men, women and children were 
killed. When I heard the news, I had a terrific struggle . 
in my mind—whether to fly back immediately to Chengtu, — 
to suffer with those who were suffering, or to go forward 
to Australia. After much prayer and consultation I was 
led to go forward, so I booked a berth on the steamer and 
travelled with Bishop and Mrs. Wilson to Singapore. We 
got on a cargo boat which was small ; there was a big head 
' wind and the sea was rough; the little steamer therefore 
danced like a cork in the sea, and instead of five days and 
nights, which is the usual time, it took us nine days and 
nights to get to Singapore. On arrival I was lucky enough 
to be invited to stay in the home of the new Bishop for 
two days, during which I was able to make arrangements 
to fly to Australia by flying boat. The red tape one had to 
get over in Singapore before starting was rather aggravat- 
ing. 

Leaving we arrived at the first 
night, Darwin the second night, Townsville the third night, 
and Sydney the fourth afternoon. What an unspeakable 
joy.it was to see the Archbishop and Mrs.. Mowll and 
Miss Mannett. again, after eight years’ separation!. Both 
the Archbishop and Mrs. Mowll were just as energetic and 
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charming as they were before. When you see them you see 
the glory of Jesus Christ shining on their faces ; they are 
so selfless, and always living for the good of others. — It 
was a great privilege to stay at Bishopscourt with Arch- 
bishop and Mrs. Mowll for a little more than a month. 
The Archbishop is as stout as ever, and Mrs. Mowll not 


much thinner than before ; they both work very hard and 


_ excel each other in speed. They both have grown spiritually 
and intellectually to such a degree that when you meet 
them you feel that they are much bigger people than ever. 
The Archbishop is just as interested in detail as he used to 
be, though he has so much heavy responsibility ; the way 


he considers the comfort and welfare of other people is 


really amazing. It was such deep joy for me to have this 
fellowship again with them for those weeks, after so long 
‘separation. Mrs. Mowll has two children to take care of 
constantly—her hut, and her hostel. These two institu- 
tions take a great deal out of her, but they are so wonder- 
fully managed that thousands and thousands of soldiers are 


benefited during this war-time. While I was in Sydney so — 


many welcome meetings and receptions were extended to 
me that, on the one hand I felt I was very warmly wel- 
comed, and on the other hand that I was quite unworthy 
of it all. The fellowship in each meeting was so rich that 


words fail me to express the beauty and oneness of it. All . 
I can say is that in this wonderful Christian fellowship — 


East and West do meet, and meet’very dearly ; each time, 


so many brothers and sisters gathered around that the meet- 


ing was just like one big family. During this short time it 
was such a privilege to speak to them about Christ, and 
about China. One is so grateful for their sympathy and 
help at this time of our national crisis, and the Diocese 
of Sydney and this Diocese have certainly been drawn 
closer together. 

} During my short stay I was able to get to know Mr. 
_Arrowsmith, the Secretary of the Australian C.M.S., well. 
He drove me to so many meetings and places, and spoke 
for China and for the need of this diocese in such a way 
that I felt we had established a very deep fellowship. I 


also got to know Canon Robinson and his family, and 


there are so many other friends one had the privilege of 
meeting whose ‘names must not be enumerated lest this 
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letter should be too long. It was nice also, to be. invited 
to dine with the Governor-General and to find during con- 
versation that he is so optimistic with regard to the Euro- 
pean war. His lady is so sweet and charming. It was very 
good of the Archbishop to have arranged for me to meet 
so many distinguished people in Sydney, such as His 
Excellency the Governor of New South Wales, Lord Wake- 
hurst, Lady Wakehurst, and many others, including judges, 
politicians and professors from the University, apart from 
the leaders of. the Christian Church. 


‘It was very touching to meet so many returned mis- 
sionaries from China, and to have one afternoon of fellow- 
ship with them. It was also a great joy and satisfaction 
to have so much communion with Miss Mannett, Miss 
Armfield and Miss Cooper. They are my “three sisters ” 


in Australia. I was also just in time to greet the Australian 


Minister for China and had several talks with him ; and it 
was comforting to see the Chinese Consul-General, Dr. C. 
J. Pao and Madame Pao, and the two Vice-Consuls and to 
know that they are doing so well in Australia. I was 
deeply touched, too, by being invited to lunch with Miss 
Lewton, a returned missionary from China, who is 
seventy-five years old and lives entirely alone in her house, 
which is situated in a mountain district. She is so filled 
with Christ that one felt as if one had met an angel on | 


the mountain. We had prayer together. 


I had the great privilege of speaking at Sydney 
University on Chinese Philosophy, with the Chancellor 
presiding, and at another time of preaching at St. 
Barnabas’ Church when the service was broadcast through- 
out Australia and New Zealand ; and when I was called 
by the Archbishop to confirm the candidates in Sydney 
Cathedral, this was a wonderful realisation of the oneness 


of the world-wide Church. It was a great inspiration, too, 


to visit the boys’ and girls’ schools, and give them talks ; 


and while in Sydney I had the opportunity of visiting 


Moore College several times, where the Rev. J. R. Stewart 
received his theological training. It was interesting to speak 
at the opening of the C.M.S. annual sale, which was opened 
by Lady Wakehurst ; and to be asked to lecture on Chinese 
history and life at a big hotel—David Jones, Ltd.—and at 
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the Chapter House. It. has been a wonderful inspiration to 


visit so many Church centres and to enter into fellowship 


with so many large bodies of Christians. I was grateful 
to meet such a sympathetic audience when I was asked 
to speak at the Hotel Australia on behalf of the Chinese 
war orphans ; the generous gift received at that meeting 
was sent to Madame Chiang. Moreover, it was a great 
help to me to address a body of clergy at the Chapter 
House, and so nice to see representatives of other mission- 
ary societies at Bishopscourt, as also to address a meeting 
of the C.M.S. General Committee at their Headquarters. 
The C.M.S. Annual Meeting in Sydney Town Hall was a 
marvellous gathering ; there were ut two thousand seven 
hundred people present in the hall, and it was certainly an 
Inspiration for me to address‘them. One feels surrounded 
by a wall of prayer for one’s life and work, and this is a 
great strength, quite apart from the generous gift which 
_ has been subscribed by the Australian Church to help this 
Diocese over these very difficult times. When the time 
of my visit 
found it to 
and 
Coope r. Arrowsmith, Canon Robinson and his family, 
and or pen i the other members of this great fellowship, whom 


Thad met. 


I suppose I must not stop to tell you about the beautiful 
flowers and birds, and all the wonderful scenery of Aus- 
tralia, for fear of making this letter too long.’ I finished 
my visit on September 14th, and left Australia by flying 
boat on the 15th, arriving in Chengtu on October 7th. I[ 
am now in the middle of an itinerary in my Diocese, about 
which I will write you later on. 


y good-bye to my dear friends Archbishop 


With my warmest greetings and love, 


Very. sincerely yours, 
C. T, SONG, 
Bishop. 


ended, you can imagine how difficult I — 


owll, Miss Mannett, Miss Armfield, Miss 
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Station Notes. 


Day 1. Langchung. 
During August, Paoning was Aided by Japanese adi 
on four different occasions. With the exception of the 
Steads, the missionaries were away on holiday. After the 
heaviest raid, the hospital staff made a rush journey from 
Sintientsi to the city, 36 miles, most of which was covered | 


on foot. This was no small test for the ladies, especially as. 


it was followed by several hours’ operating the same night, 
with more the next day. The Steads and Chinese girl 
nurses did what they could for the large numbers of torn 
and bleeding victims brought round to the hospital until 


_ the staff returned to relieve them. Church and mission pro- 


perty was damaged slightly but no Christians seem to have — 
been hurt. Dr. Gray writes, “ We feel we have accom- 
plished something by way of relieving suffering, and now, 
as some get a little better, they are very ready to listen to 
the Gospel. To our surprise, the fact of our rushing back 
and working admittedly pretty hard, and probably being 
the only institution to stay put in the city, has so impressed. 
the local authorities that they have presented us with a 
scroll ; and maybe the biggest spiritual result will be among 
the authorities—only indirect at first, but leading on to 
something deep through your prayers.” 

Dr. Maddox gave several weeks’ help i in Chet ing: 


during the hot weather, but is now back in Paoning, where 
he is in charge, thus freeing Dr. Gray for itinerant work. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Ellison are now in recning. Mrs. Ellison 


assisting in the hospital. 


The Bible mations has been unable to open this 
autumn owing to the effect of the recent order “ freezing ” 
foreign funds. Until exemption is obtained, or some other 


-means of supplying the necessary money for re-opening, the 
Institute will have to remain closed. 


We congratulate Dr. Gray and Miss Irene Walker, wits 
have announced their engagement. 
At Tanishan, the most pressing sroblem just now is 


the shortage of rice. The country people are so taken up — 
with their material needs that they give very little attention 
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to the more important spiritual needs. (This is true in 
many other parts of the Diocese.—Ed.) 


_. A keen young Christian has returned to Tanishan to 
take charge of the local Government School, so it is hoped 
the Sunday School will be revived. This was started in the 
spring and the teacher then in charge was fully in sympathy, 
but was not strong enough to stand up against the opposi- 
tion of heathen parents. 


A party of orphanage girls have gone to Peh-miao-. 


ch’ang to work the orphanage farm there. A number of 
suitable homes have been provided in answer to prayer, 
and several weddings are planned for the autumn. 


Day 3. IMlung. 
At Ilung, a Bible School has been planned for 


December, for which prayer is asked. Miss — will | 


be arranging this effort. © 


Day 5. Pachung. 

Well-attended services were held each Sunday at Ying- 
linshan, where Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd spent part of July 
and August. Medical work there is appreciated. At the 


end of August, ten days were spent by the missionaries 


and their small son in the home of a Christian man a mile 


from Pachung. This was followed by four Sundays, or 


about 24 days, at Shih-sen-t’ang outstation. The Harvest 


Service there was splendidly attended, both by Christians | 
from the immediate neighbourhood and from the pastor’s’ 
home across the valley, including boys from the Christian — 


school there. Work is now being resumed in the city by 
Mrs. Lloyd. Mr. Lloyd and the pastor are about to set 


out for Nankiang on a visit. To this town Mr. P’uh, the © 


Christian who for several years was prison governor in 


Pachung, has now been transferred by the Government, 


and it is hoped that God will greatly use him there, 
especially in reviving the services on oundsys. 


Day. 6. Nanpu. 

Two young Christians in Nanpu have shown much 
keenness lately, having purchased and given to their friends 
17 or 18 copies of the Scriptures. 


Alr raid alarms and dangers have been sO persistent 
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lately that the majority of the regular church people have 
moved into the country. The Sunday service has been 
altered to 4 p.m. and two services each Sunday are now 
held in the country, at places 8 li and 2 li distant, to main- 
tain worship and fellowship. 

During August, a keen Christian invited Mr. Benson, 
spending the month at Nanpu, to lead a special meeting 
for interested but unconverted young men. Discussion 
and talk followed and we believe all were helped and drawn 
nearer to the Kingdom. 

Three people wounded in an air raid were brought 
round to Mrs. Martin, who was able to help them, using 
special bandages, cotton wool, etc., previously prepared 
and supplied by the Young People’s Organisation. 


Day 7. Yingshan. 
| At Yingshan, on Whit Sunday, Bishop Bevan confirmed 


seven men and women in the city church.. One of the 
former has expressed a wish to enter the Bible Institute. 
He is a teacher in a country school and walks ten English 
miles each Sunday into the city to attend services, rarely 
failing to turn up even in wet weather, when roads become 
mud-lakes. 


Regular outstation visits been and con-. 
firmations in the country churches have taken place. 
Prayer is asked for two primary schools in two out- 
Stations, one newly opened and .one re-opened; both 
teachers are Christians. As about half the scholars come 
from heathen homes the schools become evangelistic 
agencies, as well as a means of keeping the children of 
- church members under Christian influence. 


Day 8. Nanachung. | 
Mr. and. Mrs. Hannah have had trying experiences 
during the summer when Nanchupg was bombed, and dur- — 
ing alarms, when it was necessary to leave the city. Mr. 
Hannah writes: “The Lord kept and sustained us won- © 
derfully and, in July especially, gave us opportunities of 

witnessing to many who had fled outside the city. These 
days of trial are strengthening the faith of believers and all — 
things work together for good to them that love God—se 


we rejoice Pe 
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Day 9—11. Kwangan Deanery. 

_. Mr. and Mrs. Davis are now in Kwangan and the Mul- 
-renans at Tai-shih-ch’ang. The Armstrongs are tempor- 
arily at Chiihsien, though Dr. Armstrong has recently been 
called over to Tachu to attend Jean Simmonds who is 
‘seriously ill with typhoid. , 


Day 12. Chiihsien. | 

Chiihsien is still more than half in ruins as a result of 
the air raid in 1940; little rebuilding has been attempted. 
There seems little to encourage in the city church, but the 
low ebb of spiritual life should stimulate us to plead with 
-God for His gracious revival. Mr. Pateman’s work among 
the Middle School boys in the city continues, though it was 
disappointing to have to cancel the summer camp at the | 
last moment. Please pray for the _— Bible Class for 
these boys. | 


Day 13. Tachu. 

There was a good deal of sickness at Chiu-p’ an-si, the 
‘Tachu hill station, and 11 months’ old Esther Simmonds 
was taken to be with the Lord. Mrs. Simmonds and 
Mrs. Ellison were also ill. Mrs. Simmonds has recently 
taken the eldest child to the new school for missionaries’ — 
children opened in West China. During her absence, Jean | 
was taken ill with typhoid fever, as recorded above. The 
Simmonds family are passing through deep waters and 
‘prayer is asked for the health of all on this station. 

The Revs. Harris and Adeney, safely out from England 
_ this year, joined the Tachu staff in July and are going 
_.ahead well with the language. 


Work goes slowly but new ‘contacts are frequent ane 
- we pray fruitful. The Rev. Lo’s son, Peter, made a re- 

markable recovery from acute T.B. in answer to prayer 
and treatment with common kerosene ! ) 


‘Day 14. Tahsien. 

During July, a successful Sunday School Teachers’ 
‘Conference was held at Tahsien, attended by 25 teachers — 
from Tahsien and Kaihsien deaneries. Miss Clarke gave 
most helpful lectures. A feature of the city work has been 
‘the splendid Prayer Meetings held each Thursday. ° The 
city was bombed on August 30th, and one bomb fell beside 
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the church, doing damage to a wall and a roof and to the 
surrounding guest halls. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 

At Liangshan, the mission house and the old church 
have been burned as a result of the air raids and the new 
church seriously damaged by another bomb. Very little. 
was happening in Liangshan before, and these calamities 
are hard to sustain. 


Mrs. Robinson and Miss Barber spent the summer 
at Chungking, where the former underwent treatment soi 
an injured arm. ; 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 


Kathsien was also bombed in i. two women 
Christians being killed. One of them was on the Women’s 
Missionary Service League committee and had previously | 
shown renewed keenness in her witness for the Lord. 
Casualties in the city were heavy considering the little 
material damage. A men’s evangelistic band plans to do — 
& month’s work | among the villages at the end of 
September. 


Personal Notes. 


Mr. F. J. Robert has returned from furlough in Aus-— 
tralia and has gone to Wanhsien. | | 


- Dr. Max Gray and Miss Irene Walker were to be 
married at Paoning in December; Dr. J. Broomhall and 
Miss Dora Churchill were also to be married in that month. © 


- Three new lady workers, the Misses J. I. Ammonds, 
M. M. Keay and O. M. Lothian have arrived in East 
Szechwan from the C.I.M. Language Schools. Miss 
Ammonds was located to Futsunyi and Miss Keay and 
Miss Lothian to Tahsten. 


News has been received of the safe arrival of the 


Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Rudd in Western Saecnwalt after their 
journey over the Burma ‘Road. 


As the extension of the war in the Far East has made : 


it impossible for the Rev. D. N. Sargent to return to China 
at present, he has been seconded temporarily to the C.M:S. 
Africa Group of Missions, and may take up work in 
Kenya for the time being. His fiancée ts already in Cape 
Town, hoping that he may be able to join her there sO 
that they can be married before going north. 


Dr. J. Gresty Billington is at present working at the 


Birmingham Accident Hospital. 


Miss Mary Armfield has now retired from the work 
in Western Szechwan. : 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). 
TS’'IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH, 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 

YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 

TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 
WANHSIEN. 

FENGKIEH (KWEIFU) YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24, 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN). KIANGYU 
CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 

HANCHOW. 

SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. | 
CHENGTU. | 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD 
For the faithful service of Miss Johanson. 


For His many mercies given to Bishop Song during his visits. 
to Hongkong and Australia; for all the kindness shown to him in 
Sydney and the increased prayer and other help promised by 
friends there for the Western Szechwan Diocese. 


For His gracious preservation of so many of the Christians 
and so much of the Church property (especially the Paoning 
Cathedral) during constant air raids. 7 


For Mr. Temple’s ordination as deacon; and for all who 
have been confirmed during recent months. | 
__ For His blessing on the Teachers’ Conference and on the 
weekly Prayer Meeting at Tahsien. | 


“ US PRAY 


or Bishop and Mrs. Houghton as they seek to retuin from 
America to China; that God will clearly guide their puns and 
make plain His will for them in these difficult days. 


For all our West China missionaries at the present time: 
for those who are tired and should return home on furlough but 
must stay at their posts; and for those on furlough who long to 
return to China and cannot do so. For guidance in the special 
financial difficulties resulting from the extension of the war in the 
ner Fast: and that, if it be God’s will, peace may soon be restored 
there. 


For all who are suffering the strain of frequent air raids. 


For Bishop Ku, that God will undertake for him in his in- 
creasing weakness, and will guide very clearly about his future. 


For Dr. Gray’s itinerant medical work; and for the present 
staff of the Paoning Hospital working under new arrangements. 


For a real spiritual revival in Liangshan, and in Chiihsien: and. 
for blessing on the Bible Class for Middle School boys in the 
latter city. 
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N.B. P’ingwu and Hiangyu, althoughin the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. 
Church Army\representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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